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Relation of the Proceedings at the Election 
4 Gentleman to bis Friend in London. 
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F what has lately paſs“d here in relation to our Election, was t 
be huri d in Oblivion, that this Loyal Corporation ( for fo l muf 
till call ic Yſhould not be wounded in its reputation; I would pe 
accuſe any Man for the great fault committed, but lay it up with, ont 
other Miſeries, and ſuppole it to happen by the influence b, ſome. mg- 
lien Star, rather than the natural inclination of the Pee. But fince 
find by you, as well as others, that the World is amaz'd at our Pro- 
zedings, I ſhall give you a particular and i-npartial account of, our. F- 
inn, ſo that I hope it will appear, that the judicious e 

g no more to be Condema'd for what was done here, than that all t 
Members of the late Par ut, are to be lookt upon as Enemies to their 
Country, becauſe ſome of them were ſuſpected to be in another Intereſt. 
All true Exgliſhen rejoycd at the Diſſolution, and every one thought 
it his duty, to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to keep out ſuch as had; hot 
how, themſelves well affected to the preſent Governmear, ang therg- 
fare even thoſe-who.never uſed to appear in Elections, thought, chat now 
they ſhould ſeem to be inſenſible of the Publick good, und Friends to.France, 
if they did not exert themſelves, in endeavouring to have them choſe 
Whoſe Edciicy aud Loyalty they might rely on; and in order thereun 
Mr. Tho,,Clzpeper, as one Chief in our Pariſh, did not oaly by ſeveral 
liters, bat by perſons, as well as going himſelf, preſs Col. den, (a 
Goptlemaa well affected to che Government, and whom the Town well 
approv'd of) to ſtand, in hopes of putting by Mr. 3 ——7, ut the 
Gl. reſuſing it, perhaps becauſe he thought che Town had ſlighted him 
Llotmerly,, Mr. Clrpepsr ſers up, not as its plaia, out of Vagity ot heibg 
choſe, but purely to Keep out ĩt poſſible, Mr. 8/—,who had proy'd a 
wery rotten Member in the late Parl at. So our Candidates were Sir 
Robert Aarſuam, Tha. Colepeper and Tho. . Bl—ſ5 Eſquires; oe firlt hay- 
bg e yn a true Engliſh Spirit in the laſt Par—at, carry it now. by a 
malt Majority, the greateſt conteſt then was between the Two Mr, 
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Mr. 2 liv'd of late in this Pariſh, and is a Gentleman of: 
very ancient emily, Efiate, Learning and reat integrih; bis in- 
tereſt here made chiefly by his own good Charatter, ſupported by the 
Mayor, and all the }.wrares but One, all che rern 1 think in Town 
and moſt of the ſubſtantial Inhabitamts, ſo that one might jultly wonder 
how the ther had any intereſt at all, but to inform gauof whe: Hort it 
was, and how it was gain'd; you muſt know Mr. B—/s is 2 ner in 
this Town, by which means the Publick Houſes belong to him, and al- 
ways ambitious of being a Parl—-nt Man, has ſo cunning]y eagag'd 
them in his Books, that they are no longer Freemen, but his/aſals 

and all:idte Fellows who frequent theſe Houſes, and had contracted long 

Scores, on ꝓromiſe of Voting for Capt. 6, did ealily diſcharge their 
'Chakks; chus the Publick Houſes, and thoſe who frequent them are 
'carry'd away; which dathis place is very -confiderable, for in 6 or 700 
Freemet we reckon here(for even thoſe who receive An Vote) Two 
Pattsin Three, are of that unthinking fort, who are Govern'd by Pn 
and Pipe, and this has never been wanting here, ſince the Diſſolution, 
"the Tuppr have been runming night and day; and at almoſt all the | 
"Public Houſes in the Town, and plenty of Hip and Punch at others, 
und nothing to pay; its to be hop4d theſe things will appear more plain- | 
17 in a little time, and ſo ſnall leave them ar preſent. 

Another baſe method he had to promote his intereſt, was to find out 
Aor he lives on the ſpot) poor indigent Fellows, who as greedily ſna 
A borrowing a mall Sum, as tho they were never to repay it; to theſe 

ne tends Ten or Twenty Shiflings, and then nicking his time of demand 
wen they have been altogether unable to repay ir, has extorted promi. 
ſes from theſe poor, and otherwiſe honeſt Fellows, to Vote for him, 
tho againft their Conſciences; and Pm fore l may ſaſely ſay, that hc 
Had not leſs than Fifty who Vored for him, and at the ſame time wiſh! 
hearrily he might loſe it; and ſome of them openly declared ſo ; but 
that they were ty d by ſome little Obligations of this nature, that the) 
Aare not Vote againſt him. Some tew there were, who are ſo wet- 
"eto their private intereſts, and ſo little regard the Publick Affairs 
chat they ſuppoſe there's nothing beyond the Cron of their Heads, and 
mink the World ends at their Feet, who bliadly follow*d this ſenſſeß 
crowd. Theſe lilly People are-dayly buoy*d up by his conftant careſſing 
them, and confirm*d in'their ignorance-by ſome-naughty Fellows whole 

buſineſs it is to diſplay to them this Noble Caprs. great Honours. 
One of theſe, who neglects his own buſineſs.to his Ruin, runs up and 
down more nimbly, than the Hawker from the Preſs, with 1 — 
ö 


(3) 
Paper, being the Capt. own Learned Works in Vindication of him 
ſelt, and declares him to be a Juice of the Peace, Depary Lientenmt, 


| Juſtice of Oyer and Ter miner at the Aſſizes (which Honour is always 


given tothoſe of great Learning and Quality.) Another, who pretends 
to he a great Searcher into, and meddler in State Affairs, and could tell 
jon where Jack A was Choſe before the Writs were out, and that 
the Kings Authority was intereſsd in Favour of his Bretter, before the 
Affidavit againſt him was ſeat up: this man, tho“ indeed he knows no- 
thing, but how to ſtore his Carcaſs at one meal, as tho*ir were to en- 
dure a months Siege, and to make a Taylors Bi compleatly ; amidit 
the crowd cryes! The Capt. may be a Conmniſſianer of the Vidtualling Office, 
or what he pleaſes, he has a Thouſand Pound per annum of bis own Eftate, 
tho i reality not a Third of it, and God knows what in the E. J. C. tho? 
perhaps not one Groat, and all this Gentlemen he deſigns amongft you. 
There's a Third imploy d in this matter, perhaps the ſtrangeſt monſter ' 
you ever heard of, who becauſe he has been told that Wiſdom in men 
is accounted but as Folly in Gods ſight, thinks himſelf a better man than 
the reſt of his Neighbours, becauſe he can neither Write nor Read; aud 
condemas all thoſe of Education, from whence you may eaſily conclude 
why he has ſo good an Opinion of Ar. B-, who indeed to recom- 
mend himſelf more to his party, has taken pains to forget that little 
Learning he once had, ro qualifie him for an indifferent Surgeon, A- 
mongſt other things, this Fellow has lay'd out for his Capt. one is, to 
be Knighted,and moſt People think the Fool has gueſs*d right, and that 
we may fee him Dubb'd at the Aſizes. By theſe empty ſhows, this 
haughty Senator is become ſo vain, as to think he is come into the 
World to preſcribe Laws, not to ſubmit to thoſe he finds, and does 
alily imagine himſelf to be as great as you would have him; and thus 
like the man you may remember near Abbington, (who pleaſes himfelf 
wich being Styl'd King of Jeruſalem) tickles himſelf with meer Titles, 
and imaginary Riches, and the ſenſleſs Mob ſeize and are pleasd with 
IT 


* 


the Shadow, without diſcerning the Subſtance. | 

But there was one piece of managment ia this affair which ſeems to 
outdo all the reſt, and that was, when he found himſelf in great dan- 
ger of loſing his Election, the power he had of charming ſome, even as 
they werecoming to the Pol! Book for Mr. Colepeper, to Vote againſt 
bim; but I mult not be too particular ia this, leaſt 1 Fa opportu- 
nity of preventing what I hope J»fice will find out and puniſh. Ini ſhort 
he had his Engines in every Corner, and Tools fitted for all manner of 
Fork. The Mathematical Nonjuring Phyſ#7an contriv'd in — 
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the conteited Cc told, for former kindneffes to his Wife, acted openly 
with the ſame impudent face he us*d to do, as did the: ſpawn of him his 
Boohy Son. Sir, theſe tricks with the Countenance of a very few bo. 
neſt miſtaken Gentlemen, fore never well affected to the Goverament 
and others fetcht from all parts, notoriouſly diſaſſected, ard profeſt 15 
cobites ; theſe things, I ſay made it a very tite Poll, for upon a ſœn— 
ty che next day it appeard that Mr. B— had in 1222 Votes, only TM 
more than Mr. Colepeper. 5 | 

What w2areto expect from this vicious Member ſnould ke f(t long 
in the Hoyſe, his Behaviour in the laſt Parl— nt plainly tells us, te 
Voted conſtantly with Z—, H—-, F<, bis Col. M——/, as he 
calls him, and thoſe of that Stamp, and his expreſitons to Mrs. Wart! 
which you, will fiud in the following Af davit, ſufficiently Demonſtrnte 
him to be ſtill the ſame; which Afidavit is more particulary taken ro- 
rice of, beg euſe its aliow*d by all who know him, that” his heart dicta- 
ted what his Tongue utter*d, a thing he is ſeldom Guilty of. 


here fend you the Afidavir, with as ſhort account as | can, of whit | 


was done in relation to it before, at, and aficr the doing it. 
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The Information of Elix. }Wartell,of Maidſtone in the County of Act, 

Widow, taken upon Oath this Twentieth day of Noverwer inthe 

. + Thirteenth Year of the Reigen of our Soveraign Lord King Milian 

the Third, over England, &c. Anno Domini 1701. Before. 

33/1; Liam Weaver Gentleman Mayor of the Kings Town and Pariſh of 
Aaidſtont, aforeſaid. 


T.. Informant upon Oath ſaith, that Thomas Bliſs Eſq ; cane tut 


aweliing houſe of this Deponent for ker Intre$t, fer Parliament mam, and ibis 


Deponant anſmer d him, the K ing did netlike them or he meld nut have ſoit | 


them home, and that She was highiy for King William: upon which he ture 

about ſaying, A Uſurper, ard Kings would be Arbitrary, I anſwer*d, Abi 

trary f He ſaid Arbitrary as the K ing of France was. I en ſiner d I neter 

heard that King William was Arbitrary, and upen part be ſaid to thus Infor 

mant, Let nothing be ſaid of what has been ſpoken of, and further ſaith not. 
Capt. Die & Anno Supradico 

Toram William Weaver Mayor. : Eliz. Wattell, 


My 


You muſt know. as ſoon as he heard that what he ſpoke to Mrs. 


Wettell, would be Sworn againſt him, he imploy'd all his friends, va) 


his own Wife went to perſwade her from Swearing to it, but Wien | 


neither 


wr 
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neither promiſes nor threats were able to ſtop Mrs. Wattel from doing 
the thing that was right; heapplyes himſelf ro the Mayor, and proffers 
him Two Thouſand Pound ſecurity, if he would refuſe the taking of her 
Affidavit, but when that could not be done, he perſwades him to take 
it no where but at the Towz- Hall, in hopes that the Publick place, and 
the Concourſe of People, might prevent her coming thither, or at leaſt 
confound her in giving her Evidence: After much delays and trifling 


away the time, (Mr. B—-s [til] hoping he might find out ſome way to 
prevent the Affdavir ) Mr. Mayor goes to Court, where Mrs. Martell 


offer d a Paper, which the Town Cart had wrote from her mouth, as 


tte truth of what paſs d between her and Mr. Bl—/s, and which ſhe 


was ready to ſwear to; the Paper was ſnatcht from her and pocketed; 
but ſhe refuſing to ſay any thing till ſhe had ir, and chreatning to go be- 
fore ſome other Juſtice of the Peace, it was returnd and afterwards, 
without look ing into her Paper, voluntarily offer*d to deliver Viva Vote 
what you find in the Affidavit: Notwichſtanding the place was 
fa!) of people, and they full of impertinent Queſtions, Capt. Bl--ſs al. 
tho? a Juſtice of the Peace, and ought to know better, that in giving an 
Afidavit for the King, no queſt ions are to be askt, nor indeed no body 
there, eſpeciully the Deliaqueur : but the Juſtices, very wiſely deſir'd 
that it might be put off till another time, that he might ſend for ſome 
Friends, for he had none in T own, was ft to appear, tho" he has liv'd above 
forty years here, as tho it had been the time of his Tryal, and not of 
(hinge againſt him. Twoor three ſawcy Fellows, at the very time 
Mrs. Mattel was ſwearing to what ſhe had ſaid, cry'd out in the Gurt 
that it was all falſe Evidence. and coming out of the Town: Hall, two 
of his molt conſiderable Creatures, tho? they ſtood cloſe by Mrs. Mattel, 
when ſhe made the Afidavit, had the impudenceto belch out to the gaping 
Mob, that ſhe had deny all, and had clear'd the Cape. which with his 
ſhewing immediately a counterfeited pleaſing Countenance amidlt the 
thronging Mob, paſs'd current for Truth, and even with ſome of better 
judgment. To carry on their deſign, Mr. Br and his Friend gets 
Mr. Mayor to the Tavern by themſelves, and not ſuffering any of his 
Friends to come and adviſe him, perſwades the Mayor not to give out 
a Copy of che Information, nor to take any notice of the Aſidavit, giving 
him ſecurity at the {ame time from any dammage which might accrue 
to him: The Mayor, not with a deſign of doing an ill thing, but in hopes 
of making alt things eaſie, was deluded by them, and goes out of Town; 
but ſome or his Friends ſending him word he might bring himſelf into 
danger, he ſends the next day 4 Copy of the' Information to T _ 
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and three or four dayes after, when he was made ſenſible of his neg 
diſpatches his Sen with the Affidavit to Mr. Secretary, Vernon (who had 
receiv'd by another hand two days before the ſame Affidavit made be. 
fore twoother Juſtices of the Peace.) The deſign of their trifling thus, 
was in the mean time to ſtrengthen their Party againſt the Election; and 
which they did conſiderably among the more ignorant ſort, by maki 
them believe there was no ſuch thing ſwore againſt Mr, B—/s, becauſe 
there was nothing yet ſeen of it; and theſe falſe Stories ſo animated 
their party, that they ſeem'd to be run nad for joy, and with Sticks and 
Staffs at midnight in a riotou manner, brake the Windows of thoſe who were 
not for their Captain, threaten d ruin to all that Stood in their way; brake 
open Mrs. Wattells houſe, and had like to have done much ne miſchief, had 
not the Conſtable come to her aſſiftance ;, but you wall hear more of this in 
Weſtminſter-Hall. When there were Copy's of the Afi davit ſpread a. 
broad, and peoples Eyes began to be a little open, he then diſperſes Co- 
pies of his Proteſtation agaiaſt it, (which was not till the day aſter the 

date of his Proteſtation) declaring it to be falſe and ſcandalous, as you 
will ſee a little after. Nay, when in ſome time we heard nothing of the 
Affidavit from London, He had the Impudence to diſperſe in W it:14, that 
the Affidavit being read in Councel, His Majeity was pleas'd to aetiare it 
was ſcandalous and malitious, and done only to hinder Mr, Bliſs in his Elefti- 
on; which ſome believ'd, till Mr. Attorney General wrote is the Juilicts, 
that be had his Majeſty's Commands to proſecute Mr. B—fs, and therejere 
they were to take ſecurity for his appearing at the Ajjizes, His Proteltation 
is as follows. | {ei oft 3 


9 THereas Mrs. Elisabeth Wartell hath this day made Affidei 


ce before Mr. Mayor, of Scandalous Words, I ſhould ſay in | 


* diſcourſe with her, being ſuggeſted thereunto, as I muſt needs be- 
© lieve by my moſt inveterate Enemies, in order to hinder my Election 
© for this Town; I do hereby ſolemnly protelt and declare, in the pre- 
& ſence of Almighty, God, and as I hope for Sal vation in the other 
World, That what ſhe hath ſo ſworn; agaiaſt me, is utterly falle. 


Maidſtone, Nov. 20th. ee Tho. Bliſs. 


But of how little value are that mans /ows and Execrations, wl bas 


ſo very often deny d the Fruch, Ten d, and. S ere to, what h. bees 
prov d to be falſe? And that ſingle inſtance. only of Mr. George Chat- 
uns Money, is ſufucient to ſuſpect the truth of every ching he 4185 
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who when Mr. Char leten had a Hundred Ponud taken away from the N. 
in this Town, he knew not how, was very officious in ſearching for it, and 
28 a Juſtice of Peace, examin d not only the Servants of the Houſe, hut 
ſome Gentlemens Men, who were there over Night; Had the Empty 
Hog ſne adi tyrn'd up, and the full ones ſtirr'd, and in ſhort ſeem d to pmir 
nothing that might diſcover the Cheat ; but when all was in vain, he 
proffers Mr, Charleten kalf to be intitl d to the whu/e if ever jt was found, 
and being then ſuſpected he might know where the Money was, prereſts 
and declares in the preſence of Amighiꝝ God, and 4s be hop d for Salvati- 
n in the other World, he knew nothing of it, wiſhing that God might 
eternally damn him if he did; pretending, that as he had no ©hildrer, 
he valu'd not Fifty pounds, and gave it only to ſee what Luci he might 
have: And at the time appointed to pay the half as agreed, being 
again charg'd with knowing where the Money was, he wiſh; the Ground 
might open and ſiallom him alive, and that God might lay all the Puniſh- 
ments on him, that he ever infifted Mankind with, with a world more 
of this nature, if he knew where that Money was, or any ching of it; 
when at the ſame time pretending to be going Home for the Money 
he had agreed to pay, ſteps to another place, where Mr. Charletor?s 
Moncy was conveighd, and brings the half of that very ſame. Honey, and 
pays it. In a little time. after, this getting Air, he goes to Mr. Charle- 
ton, and tells him he had with great pains and difficulty found his 
Money; But it was a very poor Fellow who had ſtole it, and that he 
had promis'd faithfully not to diſcover him ; byt in fome time Mr. 
Charleton diſcovers Mr. B to be the Cheat, and reſolves to make 
him a publick Example, and accordingly puts in an formation againſt 
bim, in the Crown Office; but falling ſick at that time, and being in 
great danger of his Life , like a good Chriſtian ſends for him, and tells 
him how he did deſign to puniſh him, but Mr. B—-/5 not denying the 
thing then, he ad vis d him only, not to be guilty of the {ike for the future, 
to beg Ged Almighty to forgive him, as he did; and fo charitably 
diſmilsd him, and thus the thing was up. The whole Story is 
too long to relate here, but the truth of this with much more aggra- 
rating Circumſtances, will be atteſted by Mr. George Charleton of Boa = 
ly two miles from hence, Mr. Robert Saunders of this Town, who drew 
the Agreement between them, and Mr. Robert Salmon, who was Wit- 
neis to the ſame, with ſome others of note, too conſiderable to be 
ſuſpected in what they ſay. —As is Mrs. Mattel, tho they endeavour 
to aſperſe her with all the ill that Malice or the Devil can invent. 
This Lady is of as fair a Character as any one in this Town; one of a 


good 
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5 e god unblemiſht Reputation, as appears by a Teſfimoniuun 
trom the Mayor, Recorder, all the Furars hut one, and all the Gel. 
men in Town but one, which was ſeat up yeſterday to the Secretary 
of State, and ſuch a Teſtimonium as Capt. Bl—- can get nothing like 
it here, where he is known, which4 hope will be of more force with 
an honeſt Jury, than a Certificate under many Centlemens hands (which 
they ſay Mr. B—ſ# has got) who live at a great diſtance from hence, auc 
know very little of Mr. 3, and are altogether Strangers to Mis. % 
tell. But to conclude, Sir, for [ ean give only a Taſt of the Man, ſhoult 
[ I anatomize him, and lay him fully open, ¶ ſhould far exceed the bound 
of a Letter, therefore ſhall mention nothing of his Vigorous aſſiſtance i 
delivering up our Marter to be made an Alderman, as he was, and after 
wards Mayer : Nor of his Moralls, tho he Smears at every Mrd, an 
has been ſeveral times convicted for it u pon the Srarute : Nor of his Pro 
faueneſs, in Selling the Conſecrated Yeſſets, when, Church-Warden, fo 
Wine at the Star on a Sunday- Evening or of his Love and Honeſt 
to the Widoiv Houphrton, whole former Hu 1band was an A:e-houſ--heepe 
and whom be being poor, marry d for her Mey, aud then deſpis d he 
and ruin d her CHa. Nor his Unnaturalneſs to his own poor Rc 
ons, tho his ozly Segter wichia few miles of him, hardly he with h 
poor Children, by keeping a little Ae hauſe; whilſt he at the ſame cim 
makes 7) Toms helieve, he will de a mighty Hen uc to them; al 
has already promis d at Jeaſt +7 pure of 1:1, ro mak them his Het 
I aſſure you, Sir, for old Acquaintance ſake, 1 wonld rather piry him 
à diſeaſed infected Perſon, than purſue him as au Enemy ;- had le kf 
his Tongue within any bounds, and ſpar d to ſpeak ſo infolcutly of 
King (in which he thiiks he Apes Jack - one of his Leaders ;) 
I leave him to the Parliament, where l hope his time will be but ſho 
fo ſhall only pray to God, that he would be pleas'd to give him, 1 
Sence and Honeſiy, or that the Government would give him 4% H 


Maidfone, Nov. Jam, SIR, 
Tours, 


; 20th. 1701. 70 
ü You know mho. 


